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* Barbers pole worms on about half sheep properties
— warmth and moisture needed for eggs to hatch
(eggs in faeces hatch in as little as 5 days; can develop to egg laying
adults in a sheep in another 17 days)
— worm larvae die if too hot and dry, but beware green/sheltered
areas in paddocks
— worm larvae survive frosts and last 6 months in winter
(paddocks causing trouble now will be dangerous for lambing)

* Resistance is common in Barber’s pole worms:
— Abamectin on its own works on about 20% of properties
— Levamisole on its own works on about 75% of properties

% properties with sheep drench resistance

source: Folis W, 2014
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The drench resistance dilemma

Worm control (=productivity)
Vs
Keeping drenches effective

* “Not drenching avoids resistanc

+ “The best control of worms enc
resistance”

+ Ifdrench is 65% effective, prod
(& efficacy crashed after use).

« If drench is 85% effective, prod
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Don’t buy resistance

Sheep

+ Quarantine drenc

— Now recommend F
them Zolvix® or Stz

— Hold in yards/small
— Then release onto
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Avoid home-bred drench resistance

+ Right drench
— “Technique”
— Narrow or broad
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Resistance in sheep worms

+ Resistancetest
— young sheep, p

— all in group have =

— group average

— repeat worm egg

— randomly allocate

— couple of spare ani
samples, have 12

— can test single acti
result
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Drench resistance testing was discussed. There may be difficulty getting enough
worms in un-drenched weaners for the test. Testing in summer/autumn may be
predominantly barber’s pole worms, which would limit the usefulness of the test in
predicting which drenches work on your place on other worms. Chris Haylock suggests doing
the drench resistance test on hoggets in winter, if a test shows they have enough worms.
MFS is available to assist members to conduct a valid drench resistance test.

An alternative to a full drench resistance test is to follow up a pre-drench worm egg
count with a worm egg count on samples collected from the same mob 10 to 14 days post-
drench. Testing for worm type is recommended.

Long-acting worm treatments

+ WECs postlong-acting (capsules, moxi L/A)

+ 58% of samples positive at 6-8 wks (ave 73 epg)
— 11% samples WEC =100epg
— 47% Teladorsagia, 39% Haemonchus, 11% Trichostr

+ 88% of samples positive at 12 wks (ave 99 epg)
— 19% samples =100epg
— 61% Teladorsagia, 12% Trichostrongylus
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Long-acting worm treatments

— LA will also af
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Long-acting worm treatments

Use only when high
met by other meal

» Give unrelated pri
Use ‘exit’ drench 2
Meonitor with worm
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Integrated worm management

Drenching based

» Grazing manage

— manage worm larva
= Time taken to
= Rotational grazing
« Alternate grazing
= ‘Smart grazing

Nutrition

— Protein, energy for

* Breed for worm
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Liver fluke

» 44% eastern NSW

» Eggtestondu
(about 30% in

to see if fluke pr
“flukey” paddock
+ Bloodtest more ac
cattle); stays +ve f
+ New dung test r
mob, CSU Wag
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Liver fluke

* Resistanceis thoug
good studies

* Resistanceto
— triclabendazole (eg F
— closantel (sheep)
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Resistance in cattle worms

+ “Oral treatment less
pour-on”
— choose route on: faci

» Aust reports:
— 213 herds resistance fc
pour-on lower efficacy

— 1/3 dairy herds resista

— % herds resistance to

= eg: ML: brown stom 35
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Resistance in cattle worms

» Resistancetest
— only 6-12mth old cattle
— all in group have =100epg
— group average =200epg
— repeat worm egg count 14 days
— "keep pour-on freated separate (7to)14 days™
— 15 animals per group

Monitoring worms

+ Eggcount little use in cattle >12 months.
» Bloodtest (pepsinogen)indicates gut damage

+ Sheep:
— Weaners:
= 4-6 wks after significant rainfall
« every sixweeks

— Ewes
= pre-lamb {culture recommended)
« prior to second summer drench

Monitoring for worms using worm egg counts becomes more valuable the more tests are
done. How come? Initially producers become despondent about the value of monitoring, as
most times you get a test result that tells you the mob needs drenching. You have to pay for
the cost of the test and the cost of the drench, so why test?

Worm control involves so much more than drenching. The value of monitoring comes from
using the information to look back (“Does this result reflect what | expected to happen from
what | did with the sheep / the previous drench / the paddock in the past few months?”)
and to look forward (“What will this result mean for other stock that will have to graze this
paddock?”, “What can | do differently that will alter the situation at this time next year?”) as
well as deciding whether the mob needs a drench now.

There are proven examples of producers who monitor routinely and frequently, and who
use this information to help track livestock performance, not just worms. In time, they are
able to reduce drench usage while increasing production.



Worm and fluke information

» Sheep
— wormboss.c

« Cattle

— mia.com.au
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