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Seasonal conditions for the 

“spin-up” to the 28th of Nov
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Cumulative Rainfall  since 1st Sept 2018
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Bungarby Delegate



Cumulative Rainfall  since 1st June 2018
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Bukalong Muniong

Dry over the past month



PAW on 28 Nov
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BOM Lower Layer Soil Moisture
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13

Green Herbage 28th November
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Ewes CS 28th of November
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Ground Cover 28th of August
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Seasonal Projections

◼ Projecting from 28th Nov to 28th Feb

◼ Applying seasonal rainfall patterns from 

each of the past 50 years

◼ GrassGro assumes no historical seasonal 

outcome is any more or less likely than 

another. 

◼What does the BOM outlook say?



BOM Chance of exceeding median rainfall Dec 18
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Low Accuracy



BOM Chance of exceeding median rainfall Dec - Feb
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High Accuracy



What does this mean?
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What does this mean?
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Temperature Outlook
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Conclusion from BOM outlook

◼ Neutral signal on Rainfall

– No reason to alter the simulation

◼ Warmer temperatures.

– No active correction in the model.
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Projections, Green Herbage
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Projections, Green Herbage
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Projections, Green Herbage
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Projections, Green Herbage
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Projections, Green Herbage
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Projections, Ewe Condition Score
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Projections, Ewe Condition Score
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Projections, Ewe Condition Score
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Projections, Ewe Condition Score
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Projections, Ewe Condition Score
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Feeding Projections Bungarby Native
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Feeding Projections Bungarby Native
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Feeding Projections Bungarby Native
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Feeding Projections Bungarby Imp.
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Feeding Projections Bungarby Imp.
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Feeding Projections Bungarby Imp
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Feeding Projections Bukalong.
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Feeding Projections Bukalong
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Feeding Projections Bukalong
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Ground Cover Risks.
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Ground Cover Risks.
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Ground Cover Risks.
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Strategies for Summer

◼ Just feed when required

◼ Wean Early and Sell CFA immediately

– Intended to save pasture and reduce feeding

◼ As above plus sell the next oldest cohort

– Intended to save pasture and reduce feeding

– Reduce direct feed costs for that cohort
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Effect on Feeding cost
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Costs saved vs transactional cost
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◼ Valuing the ewes sold at $100

– Cost of transport and levees  $2.50

– Agents fees $5.00

– Costs to restock $5.00

◼ Transactional costs amount to $12.50 per 

head sold and then replaced later.



Cost/benefit of selling an extra cohort
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Summary

◼ Seasonal conditions are not the worst we 

have seen but…

– Conditions below average for many months

– Ewes are light in condition

– Little biomass to carry into summer so very 

reliant on summer storms.

– Feeding thresholds for dry ewes are more 

likely to be reached earlier in the summer.

– Feeding still looks better than destocking.
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Redcliff Serradella Trial 2018

Doug Alcock

0411 139594
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Testing adaptation of P efficient Serradella

◼ Comparing Industry standard Sub 

(Goulburn) with two Serradella cultivars 

◼ Margurita (French/Pink Serradella)

◼ Avila (Yellow Serradella) 

53



Margurita

◼ Mid Season length

◼ 55% hard seed
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Photo: Lucid Central



Avila

◼ Mid - Late Season length

◼ High hard seed

≈ 80 - 90%
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Design
◼ Randomised block

◼ Three replicates

◼ Colwell P target 20 mg/kg (east ≈ 15, West ≈ 20)
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Second sowing in April 2018
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Seedling Counts

◼ Germination was very slow and 

staggered.

◼ Seedling counts were done late (July)
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Seedling Densities
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Biomass and Composition

◼ Various weed issues

– Saffron Thistle (clumpy)

– Vulpia (Spread evenly)

◼ Excellent growth of Serradella and Sub 

clover

61



62

Margurita

West

Plot 1

Avila

West

Plot 5
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Margurita

Red East Plot 6



Biomass and composition
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Summary

◼ Despite trying conditions the legumes 

established well at Redcliff this year.
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National 

‘P-efficient 
pastures’ 

project
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